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MAKING
IT HAPPEN

In this Issue
The digital revolution in civil engineering 
W M Donald has pioneered the use of digital surveying technology 
in the United Kingdom over the past decade

Suction excavation on trial 
W M Donald has won its largest single suction excavation contract

Listen Up. This could save your life! 
Construction has the highest incidence of mental health issues of 
any industry



At a time when both recent performance 
and future prospects are positive, it is sad to 
have to report that a much-loved colleague, 
Allan Smith, passed away on 27th March. 
Allan received a lung transplant several 
years ago but had struggled over the past 
eighteen months with rejection episodes. 
I paid Allan a visit a couple of weeks before 
he died and he was looking well. Sadly, his 
health deteriorated rapidly after that. Allan 
was only 56 when he died, a stark reminder 
to us all to make each day count.

Although the economy in the North East has 
proved more resilient than many expected, 
the construction industry remains highly 
competitive. As a result, we have lost several 
longstanding and respected contracting firms 
over the past twelve months. Consequently, 
I have worked closely with our commercial 
team to implement systems and procedures 
that give us a far greater understanding and 
control of our costs. These systems provide 
our managers with accurate and timely 
information and allow us to budget more 
effectively and with greater accountability. 
My aim is to make W M Donald more cost 
conscious whilst maintaining our reputation 
for engineering quality and ‘getting the job 
done’.

Well done to Eilidh and all others who 
contributed to achieving our WIRS (Water 
Industry Regulation Scheme) accreditation 
in April. Whilst it is unlikely that work on 
water mains and connections is ever going 
to account for more than a small element 
of turnover it is good to be able to offer it 
as ‘part of the package’. Davie Muir has 
joined us to manage our utilities works.

Our new Health and Safety Adviser, Fraser 
Morrison, has already had a major positive 
impact on site activities. I recognise how 
reassuring it is to our clients to know that 
we have all the necessary safety systems in 
place and are proactive in ensuring they are 
implemented.

We currently have a healthy order book 
across all areas of the business. We will 
soon be starting work on a Barratt Homes 
development at Monifieth, near Dundee. I 
believe we now have the workforce, systems 
and management resource to compete 
effectively across a broader geographical 
area.

Finally, by the time this newsletter goes to 
print we will have started on the foundations 
of our operations centre alongside the new 
workshop, store and stockyard. As ever 
these are exciting and interesting times!

Willie

Willie’s Welcome W M Donald returns to its roots

In its early years, W M Donald developed a reputation for constructing sea 
outfalls. As wastewater treatment changed over the years, the demand for 
wastewater outfalls diminished and then disappeared.

However, W M Donald is returning to its roots having been appointed by 
Dragados to construct a salt water intake and outfall in Nigg Harbour. The 
intake and outfall will be used by a United Fish Industries processing plant 
located near the harbour.

The project is challenging from both a civil engineering and a safety perspective. 
It requires the excavation of an 8m deep trench in the beach to accommodate a 
400mm diameter ductile iron pipeline. The trench is within the bay’s tidal range 
and will require extensive shoring and pumping. The outlet will only be visible 
at low tide.

Hot off the press! 

W M Donald returns to 
Countesswells

W M Donald have been awarded 
the infrastructure roads, sewers and 
associated plotworks for 128 units 
by Barratt Homes North East.

This site forms part of the Counteswells 
Development and links into the major 
infrastructure works constructed last 
year by W M Donald as shown in 
the attached schematic.

Work will be starting as this 
newsletter goes to press.

2



LISTEN UP.
THIS IS IMPORTANT.
THIS COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE.

Construction is a great industry to work in: the outdoor life; the satisfaction of 
making something; the teamwork and camaraderie.

So, here are some sobering thoughts. Construction has the highest incidence 
of mental health issues of any industry. Suicide kills far more construction 
workers than falls. Every day, two construction workers take their own lives.
Why? There are probably multiple reasons. We are living and working 
longer. The proportion of the construction workforce aged 55 to 65 continues 
to grow. Maybe it’s because construction is a male-dominated, some might 
say ‘macho’, industry?

Whatever the causes, you can be part of the solution. It’s simple: be a better 
colleague, be a better friend. If you think one of your workmates is struggling 
– silly errors, loss of concentration, quieter than usual – just ask if you can help 
in any way. 

If you personally are permanently tired, feeling anxious or depressed, running 
on auto-pilot, speak to someone: your partner, a good mate, your GP. 
A problem shared is well on the way to being a problem halved. 

There are several websites that can help too:

www.thecalmzone.net and www.matesinmind.org

At W M Donald we want everyone to 
feel it is OK to be open and honest about 
their health and mental wellbeing. We 
appreciate this won’t happen overnight.

If you want to talk in confidence 
about a problem contact me on 
07989 352487 or by email at eilidh.
cameron@wmdonald.co.uk.

Eilidh Cameron

KATY SHORTLISTED AT 
TRADES AWARDS 2018

Katy Forbes, Senior Quantity Surveyor at 
W M Donald, was shortlisted in the ‘Young 
Construction Professional’ category at the 
recent Trades Awards 2018.

Difficult family circumstances meant Katy had 
to leave home at 16. Despite outstanding 
academic achievements in her Standard 
Grades, in order to support herself Katy took 
a job as a cleaner with Betts Homes. She has 
worked in the construction industry ever since.

‘I first met Katy when she was managing a 
Betts Homes site in Aberdeen; she told me 
to book in or she would remove me from the 
site! She impressed me from our first meeting 
with her work ethic. Since joining W M 
Donald in 2013, Katy has made a huge 
contribution to our success and is now our 
senior quantity surveyor. In addition to her 
technical knowledge and commitment, Katy 
is blessed with skills that cannot be taught. 
For one so young, Katy has a gravitas that 
commands immediate respect from her 
colleagues, clients and suppliers. She has 
an open, honest and no-nonsense approach 
to communications that gets things done, 
and she is a natural leader. As a company, 
we are committed to supporting Katy in her 
continuing education. I believe it won’t be 
long before Katy is ready to join our senior 
leadership team. I look forward to working 
with her for many years to come.’
Willie Donald

‘I have worked on projects with Katy 
since she first joined W M Donald some 
five years ago. Katy is simply a good 
person to be around. She is honest, 
frank and straightforward; there are no 
hidden agendas. Katy’s approach makes 
everyone’s life easier. Issues that in the 
wrong hands could flare up are dealt with. 
She has a very bright future ahead of her.’
Paul McMillan, 
Consulting Engineer, Fairhurst

‘From an academic perspective, I have 
not followed the traditional degree-led 
route into quantity surveying. W M Donald 
has supported my ambition to achieve 
RICS registration and to further my QS 
education. The company has also enabled 
me to maintain my Site Management Safety 
Training Scheme (SMSTS) accreditation 
which is really important to me. From the 
first day I have received tremendous support 
and encouragement from my colleagues.’
Katy Forbes
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The construction of the River Dee 
Crossing, part of the AWPR B-T 
(Balmedie to Tipperty) project, 
started almost three years 
ago in the Summer of 2015. 

The deck push was completed 
in November 2017 and road 
surfacing is now well under way. 

The bridge is 270m long, weighs 
35,000 tonnes and will carry two 
lanes of traffic in each direction.

The inspection skills of the 
Drainage Services team were 
employed to undertake an 
extensive CCTV survey of the 
bridge’s tension wire ducts. 

The bridge will use 400 tonnes 
– 327km! – of post-tensioning 
strands to ensure it keeps its 
shape and strength.

DRAINAGE SERVICES
IT’S NOT JUST DRAINS AND SEWERS!

Drainage Services Team inside brige deck

The bridge deck - long veiw

River Dee Crossing under construction
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DRAINAGE SERVICES
IT’S NOT JUST DRAINS AND SEWERS!

Whale comes 
to the rescue of 
other mammals

The AWPR is a huge and, most would 
say, long overdue highways project. 
In places the route has cut through the 
habitat of wild mammals and, to ensure 
their safe passage, dedicated culverts 
have been incorporated under the 
highway as it has been constructed.

As the project nears completion, W 
M Donald’s Drainage Services team 
has been brought in to remove any 
construction debris that has collected in 
the culverts.

Jim Strang, who leads the Drainage 
Services operation, says the project was 
ideal for the Kaiser Whale Recycler:

‘The culverts range in size from 600 to 
900mm in diameter. As you’d expect 
the culverts are in relatively remote 
locations and, therefore there is no 
ready water supply. The Kaiser Whale 
recycles the water it uses by filtering 
the mud and solid waste it collects. The 
waste is captured in the Kaiser Whale’s 
waste tank and the water is returned 
to the jetting pump via a 500-micron 
Rotomax filter.’

Using the culverts requires a change of 
behaviour on the part of the mammals 
and the AWPR has been laying food 
and treacle in and around the culverts 
to encourage the mammals to use them.

With the Drains Rehablitation 
Unit it’s an inside job
W M Donald has further extended the services it offers Drainage Services 
clients by establishing a specialist ‘Drain Rehabilitation Unit’ (DRU). The DRU’s 
capabilities range from simple patch repairs through to full length hot or 
ambient CIPP (Cured in Place Pipe) liners. These specialist skills sit alongside 
the traditional drain and sewer repair and rebuild work undertaken by the W 
M Donald civils team.

As one of its first assignments, the DRU has been carrying out patch lining 
repairs on defective 525mm drainage on the AWPR. No-dig repairs were 
specified because normal excavation techniques were too invasive and time 
was of the essence due to the road opening to the public within a few days.

Robert Tait, Section Supervisor on the Balmedie to Tipperty (B-T) section of the 
AWPR, emailed to thank the DRU team for their efforts:

‘Just a quick note in response to the fantastic pipe patching work W M Donald 
completed for us here at the AWPR B-T yesterday.

The pipes could not be accessed using the conventional method of dig and 
replace without adding major complications at a critical stage of the project.

Could you also please pass on my appreciation to your staff…who stayed later 
than anticipated to complete an additional repair which was discovered during 
a routine CCTV survey’.
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THE DIGITAL REVOLUTION IN CIVIL ENGINEERING
For more than 30 years W M Donald has 
continuously invested in cutting edge 
surveying and setting out equipment. 
Working closely with our equipment 
suppliers, W M Donald often gets to see 
and trial the latest innovations before 
they come to market.

Trimble Inc is based in Sunnyvale, 
California. Founded in 1978, the 
company is a world leader. In its own 
words, it provides systems that enable 
users to collect, manage and analyse 
complex information faster and easier. 

Here are three Trimble products - one 
in current use, one just arrived, one 
for the future - which W M Donald is 
involved with.

Total stations – systems that use digital 
technology to capture land survey data 
– were first developed in the 1970s; 
W M Donald has been using one-man 
total stations for 36 years. The Trimble 
SX10 Scanning Total Station, the latest 
addition to the fleet, has been out on site 
for seven months. Mike Meldrum is W 
M Donald’s Engineering Manager and 
is responsible for ensuring the potential 
of Trimble technology is translated into 
site efficiencies, project accuracy and 
added value for the client:

‘The SX10 combines a Total Station, 
high-density 3-D scanner and image 
capture device in one unit. We’ve 
already captured some great data 
with it. It’s incredibly versatile. You can 
do everything from traditional setting 
out and surveying through to highly 

detailed scanning work using the same 
unit and utilising the same workflow 
process.’

Whilst the SX10 is already in the field, 
the new TSC7 logger has just arrived. 
W M Donald received the first one in 
Scotland and one of the first in the UK.

“It’s like having a full-function Windows 
10 laptop in the palm of your hand. 

The bigger 7” screen 
means our site engineers 
can use split screen and 
3-D views. It will increase 
the amount of data site 
teams can handle and 
make it easier and faster 
for more complex designs 
to be shared with site.’ 
Coupled with Access 18 
which is the latest field 
software it will give our 
site engineers greater 
efficiency on site.”

Augmented (Mixed) Reality (AR) is 
where digital images and data are 
projected on to, and integrated with, 
the real-world view; for a very simple 
recent example of AR, think Pokemon 
Go. It is set to revolutionise construction 
over the next decade with, for example, 
data being projected directly to site 
workers via a screen attached to a hard 
hat or through AR glasses. Microsoft 
Hololens technology is an example of 
the latter.

Trimble SiteVision (mixedreality.
trimble.com) is a handheld mixed 
reality device that automatically takes 
3-D designs and projects them onto 
your site. It can be used to show 
buried utilities, bring cut and fill maps 
to life, and show the visual impact of 
structural and architectural designs in 
the landscape.

‘I only got to evaluate a beta model 
for a few hours hour recently, 
but the results were amazing. SiteVision mixed reality screen capture

SX10 in use on site
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THE DIGITAL REVOLUTION IN CIVIL ENGINEERING
Given the short time window available, 
I simply took a wireframe model of our 
new Headquarters and imported it into 
the SiteVision. I then walked through 
the ‘virtual’ model’ with one of my 
colleagues. I can’t print his reaction in 
full, but it was along the lines of ‘That 
was quite amazing!’, with several 
other words added for ‘emphasis’.

Hillhead 2018 is the largest 
construction and quarrying plant 
exhibition in the UK. It is held in a 
quarry near to Buxton in Derbyshire 
and features live demonstrations of 
the latest plant and equipment.

W M Donald visited the show to look 
at the latest plant innovations and also 
upgrading the Trimble GPS systems 
currently used in its excavators to the 
latest Trimble Earthworks. 

‘Trimble Earthworks will enable 
excavators to work semi-
automatically. The automatic 
function that has been in dozers 
and graders for many years is now 
coming to excavators even allowing 
for full 3-D rotation when used with 
a tilt rotator such as a steelwrist. 
The operator controls the sticks and 
Trimble Earthworks prevents overcut 
meaning final grade is achieved 
consistently and accurately. This 
system will be fitted to some of our 
current excavators and to new ones 
delivered in the future.’

There is a lot of exciting new 
technology coming to market and W 
M Donald as ever is keeping itself at 
the cutting edge.

A successful transition
The world of HSEQ accreditations is changing. W M Donald has recently 
successfully transitioned from ISO 9001:2008 to ISO 9001:2015 for its quality 
management systems. 

The transition programme was led by Eilidh Cameron, W M Donald’s HR & HSEQ 
Compliance Manager:

‘The introduction of ISO 9001:2015 brings with it a significant change in emphasis. 
The ethos of the standard is now more risk-based with an emphasis on leadership 
and management. In particular, it is critical that the senior management team is 
actively involved in the development, implementation and monitoring of processes 
and procedures. 
Alongside this emphasis on engagement, the management focus encouraged 
by the revised standard is very much one of ‘external looking in’ as opposed to 
‘internal looking out’. There is a recognition that the company is not a solitary 
agent, it is much more a collective of stakeholders.

Outwardly it may appear that little has changed. However, there are significant 
performance improvements ‘under the bonnet’!

W M Donald has also successfully transitioned to IS0 14001:2015 (environmental 
management) and will be migrating to ISO 45001 (occupational health and safety) 
in 2019. This new standard was introduced in April this year and is designed to 
provide a framework to improve employee safety, reduce workplace risks and 
create better, safer working conditions for all.

TSC7 data logger

7



How long have you worked with 
W M Donald?

I’m guessing, but I think my first 
involvement with W M Donald was at 
least 25 years ago. At the time I was 
working for SAFE, an organisation that 
provided health and safety support for 
SMEs based on a subscription model. 
W M Donald’s main activity at the time 
was earthworks for clients like Stewart 
Milne.

In 1997 I founded Wood Murray 
Associates and continued being W M 
Donald’s competent source of health 
and safety advice. Over time my role 
evolved to include site inspections, 
safety audits, and supporting Willie 
and Elaine at tender meetings.

How has construction health and safety 
evolved over the past twenty years?

There has been a fundamental change 
in culture. When I started out, health 
and safety was typically viewed as 
an administrative ‘bolt-on’, a ‘need 
to have’. There’s no doubt that 
many organisations viewed it as an 
inconvenience that got in the way of, as 
they saw it, operational efficiency.

Today, thankfully, health and safety has 
a high profile. In the best companies, 
like W M Donald, it has become 
embedded in their culture. 

Has this change had an impact on the 
incidence of accidents?

A huge impact. Twenty years ago we 
used to average around 300 deaths a 
year on construction sites. Today that 
figure is down to around 30. Obviously 
that is 30 too many, but construction 
can now promote health and safety as 
a good news story. There is still work to 
do for the industry to get that message 
across to the general public.

What about W M Donald’s health and 
safety journey?

Willie and Elaine have a shared 
passion for health and safety. They 
have always invested in training and 
they wouldn’t ask one of their team to 
do something they wouldn’t be happy 
to do themselves.

I trained Willie and Elaine on their 
first SMSTS (Site Management Safety 
Training Scheme) training course many 
years ago, and since then I’ve trained 
their managers and delivered the 
compulsory refresher training. Willie 
completed his latest refresher training 
course just a couple of weeks ago. It’s 
a matter of record that Elaine outscored 
Willie when they first took the SMSTS 
qualification!

The training is much more in-depth and 
stringent these days. When Willie first 
started he would have received a single 
A5 booklet. Today, the course materials 
stretch to seven volumes.

Over the years I have derived great 
pleasure in tracking the progress of key 
W M Donald employees as they have 
grown and developed. I remember, 
for example, training Ian Gray when 
he was on the tools and encouraging 

him to develop his technical and 
management skills because he clearly 
had the intelligence and drive to reach 
the top.

With the recent recruitment of Fraser 
Morrison as its full-time health and 
safety adviser, W M Donald has now 
grown to the point that I have become, 
from an advice perspective at least, 
largely redundant. I view this as a 
positive, not least because Fraser is my 
niece’s husband!

What about the future of health and 
safety?

As I mentioned earlier accidents - 
particularly fatalities - are at an all time 
low. There is already a trend towards 
showing the same focus on occupational 
health as has been previously devoted 
to health and safety.

Whilst fatalities on site may be around 
the thirty mark, the industry ‘kills’ 
about 7,000 people a year through 
illnesses acquired as a direct result of 
working in construction. The highest 
profile example is the lung diseases 
associated with exposure to asbestos 
which account for over 50% of the 
total. The increased awareness and 
precautionary measures which are now 
in place will see a decline in asbestos-
related illnesses over time, and the 
focus will switch to silica dust. Silica 
is present in a huge array of building 
materials and products: sandstone, 
granite, concrete, tiles, blockwork to 
name just a few. I believe there will 
probably be restrictions on the use of 
high-speed cut-off saws (Stihl saws) 
and the introduction of new working 
practices. This also provides huge scope 
for product and process innovation.

However, I am unlikely to witness these 
changes personally as my own plans 
involve being in close proximity to 
silica – preferably on a beach in the 
Caribbean – enjoying my retirement!

The BIG Interview
Ron is currently a Director of Safety Scotland Ltd, a safety consultancy and 
training company he co-founded in 2004.
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W M Donald has been awarded the 
Maidencraig Flood Management, 
Wetland and ‘Safe Route to School’ 
contract by Aberdeen City Council.

The project is being built in the Den of 
Maidencraig, next to the local nature 
reserve and includes the creation of a 
wetlands. The primary purpose of the 
scheme is to control water flows in the 
Den Burn using large-scale attenuation. 
Attenuation refers to the capture, 

storage and controlled release of surface 
water run-off. It is often a key feature of 
sustainable drainage systems (SuDS).

Attenuation at Maidencraig features 
a cascading weir, diversion of the 
existing watercourse and the creation 
of two wetland ponds separated by 
a cultivated bund incorporating an 
illuminated footpath. The temporary 
footbridge across the Den Burn will be 
replaced by a new culvert.

A focus on ecology runs throughout the 
project. W M Donald has appointed 
Nigel Astell (Astell Associates) as 
ecological adviser. Nigel also acts 
as the liaison between W M Donald, 
Scottish Environmental Protection 
Agency (SEPA), Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) and Aberdeen City 
Council.

The project has been delayed on the 
advice of Nigel and SNH to allow 
badger cubs to leave the den. Protective 
netting has also been erected to ensure 
badgers do not stray into the area where 
the works are taking place. Areas of 
grassland that will be impacted by the 
works were flattened prior to the bird 
nesting season to avoid disturbing them 
once the works are underway.

‘Safer Routes to School’ is a national 
initiative that seeks to encourage walking 
and cycling to school by providing safe 
routes. Safety is cited by parents as the 
principal reason they prefer to drive 
their children to school. The illuminated 
footpath will link the Bancon Homes 
Maidencraig development with local 
schools including Hazlehead Academy.

MAIDENCRAIG FLOOD MANAGEMENT SCHEME

The bund

The cascading weir
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One way to reinstate 
access to Catterline
Catterline is a small picturesque fishing village located in the Mearns south of 
Stonehaven. A landslip had compromised access to the village by significantly 
narrowing the width of the access road negotiable by vehicles.

Appointed by Aberdeenshire Council in March to reinstate the landslip, W M Donald 
first excavated out the existing slope and then re-engineered it to a stable gradient. The 
project required importing 3,000m3 of fill materials, an operation that entailed over 
300 lorry movements along the single carriageway roads leading into the village. To 
minimise congestion, W M Donald put forward a plan to establish a one-way circuit 
for delivery vehicles. The plan was accepted by the local authority and community 
leaders. To further reduce disruption, the works were scheduled to coincide with a long 
weekend when the primary school was closed.

This project highlights the importance of planning and logistics in delivering a 
project outcome that works both from an engineering and a community perspective.

Did you know? The renowned artist Joan Eardley lived in Catterline from the late 
1950’s until her death in 1963. Many of her wild seascapes were painted there.

View from the crest of the slope

Photo shows the proximity of domestic properties along the crest of the failed slope

DAVIE MUIR JOINS 
W M DONALD TO GET 
THE WATER FLOWING

As Willie mentioned in his welcome, 
W M Donald has recently achieved its 
WIRS (Water Industry Regulation Scheme) 
accreditation to undertake what are 
known as contestable works. Contestable 
works refer to those aspects of a potable 
water project which private contractors 
can undertake as long as they have the 
necessary accreditations. These include 
mains laying and service connections.

Davie Muir has joined as Utilities Manager 
initially to build up W M Donald’s water 
operations. The scope of Davie’s role will 
grow as and when gas (GIRS) and electricity 
(NERS) accreditations are achieved.
 
Davie has worked in civils and utilities 
engineering all his life, starting as an 
apprentice with now defunct Dundee-
based contractor, Torith Ltd. His career has 
included periods with organisations such as 
D A Kennedy, Stewart Milne and Energy 
Assets. Immediately prior to joining W M 
Donald, Davie worked for Hydrosave:

‘I think we are already well placed to 
start winning contestable utility works. I’ve 
brought a couple of experienced guys 
with me into the company, but the existing 
workforce already possesses many of the 
necessary skills and much of the specialist 
plant needed is already in the W M Donald 
fleet.’

Born and still based in Dundee, Davie’s 
spare time is largely taken up ferrying his 
three young children – Leo, Riley and Ella – 
to and from football and Irish dancing.
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GETTING ON 
TRACK WITH A 
NEW CLIENT
The rail line from Aberdeen to Inverness 
is 108 miles long and incorporates ten 
active stations. A key infrastructure link, 
the line is only single track with passing 
loops and these constraints contribute to 
an average journey time of 2h 20mins. 

Work has started on Phase 1 of the 
upgrade of the line. Key elements of this 
phase include doubling the 16 miles of 
track between Aberdeen and Inverurie, 
and the relocation of Forres Station 
which was commissioned in 2017. 
Phase 1 is scheduled for completion in 
2019 with the overall programme of 
works concluding in 2030.

BAM Nuttall is the main contractor 
on Phase 1 and has an impressive 
portfolio of railway works across the 
United Kingdom including Kings Cross 
regeneration, the Borders Railway 
project, and the Edinburgh to Glasgow 
improvement programme. W M Donald 
was commissioned by BAM Nuttall to 
undertake important enabling works 
to ensure progress on the tracks was 
not compromised. The scope of works 
included road surfacing, streetlighting 
and construction of temporary paths.

The scale and complexity of the 
project is witnessed by the fact that the 
Aberdeen to Dyce stretch of track is 
completely closed for 14 weeks.

Suction Excavation 
on trial
W M Donald has won its largest single suction excavation contract. The contract, 
awarded by Structural Soils Ltd, involves the excavation of over 38 trial holes along 
the proposed route of a new 2000m long water main required to serve Aberdeen’s 
new Nigg Bay Harbour. The proposed main runs from South Esplanade East to the 
boundary of the new Harbour at St Fittick’s Road.

The route of the water main crosses several roads and old industrial sites where 
there is the potential for ground contamination. If hydrocarbons are present in the 
soil they could lead to contamination of the new water supply. 

Choosing suction excavation to create the trial holes significantly reduced the 
risk of service strikes. The trial holes are required to a depth of 2.00m. Suction 
excavation allows for a more compact excavation than a traditional excavator 
reducing the road reinstatement cost and damage to existing road surfaces. The 
equivalent of a hole in one!
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If a man’s from Texas, he’ll tell you.
If he’s not, why embarrass him by asking?

Phil Edgley worked for W M Donald as 
a setting-out engineer from 2008-2011. 
After a spell working in Houston, Texas, 
Phil has rejoined the company.

Who did you work for in Texas?
I worked for Andrade Concrete and 
Construction Inc. (andradeconcrete.com). 
Andrade’s main line of work is reinforced 
concrete. We built 50m natatoriums (or 
swimming pools as would call them!), 
retaining walls, commercial driveways 
and other structures. The company 
employed 70 - 80 people.

What were the main differences between 
working in Texas and Scotland?
Probably because of the heat, work 
progressed at a far slower rate. There 
is definitely a greater drive in the UK 
to get things done. In Houston, the 
temperatures peak in the late afternoon, 
so work would often start on site by 
6am and finish at 3pm.

It came as shock to me that the principal 
language on construction sites is 
Spanish! The majority of the workforce 
are Hispanic and many can’t speak 
English, so I initially had to resort to 
quick sketches until I picked up some 
basic language skills. There are parts of 
Houston where everything is in Spanish.

Labour is relatively cheap so the work 
was often more physically intensive with 
less emphasis on plant and equipment. 
They still typically use timber shuttering 
and then spend longer on finishing 
works. Americans still use the Imperial 

system of weights and measures. This 
took quite a bit of getting used to 
having only ever experienced the metric 
system. In the first year, I wasn’t eligible 
for any paid leave and so had to book 
unpaid time off if I wanted a break.

What surprised you about the Texas 
way of life?
In many ways it lived up to the picture 
I had in my mind from watching 
American TV shows and movies. 
Everyone carries a gun, owns a truck 
and drives everywhere. I had a 6,000cc 
V12 petrol truck and I could fill the 
tank for as little as £30. Driving was 
chaotic with virtually no lane discipline, 
although virtually everybody adheres to 
the 55mph speed limit. 

The range of food choices on offer 
was incredible and eating out after 
work was almost the default setting. 
However, the scale of food waste made 
you feel uncomfortable and recycling 
was very low key. The Americans are 
incredibly friendly and welcoming, and 
there was a big triathlon scene which 
my wife, Laura, and I really enjoyed.

Being in America during the Presidential 
election was an eye-opener. We tend to 
assume a degree of media impartiality in 
the UK, but in the States the news outlets 
were very clearly Republican or Democrat. 

What did you miss about Scotland?
No big surprises really: the countryside 
and the mountains, fish and chips, 
British humour.

On site in Texas

Formwork - Completed Job

Phil’s first project on his return 
has been the retirement village 
at Chapelton of Elsick where W 
M Donald is delivering all the 
infrastructure – roads, drainage, 
plot works, substructures – and 
finishing works.

At the heart of the village is a 
three-storey apartment block. Peri 
radiused shuttering was used to 
create the substructure for two 
distinctive stairwells.

Self-levelling concrete is being used 
for the slab works: ‘The self-levelling 
concrete is almost like water. If 
there is a hole in the foundations it 
will find it! 

The pour has to be continuous so 
co-ordination of mixer deliveries is 
one of the keys to success.’
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Drumoak embankment takes some hammer!
Drumoak is a small village located between Peterculter and Banchory to the 
south west of Aberdeen. It was the birthplace of mathematician and astronomer, 
James Gregory, whose 1663 design* for a Gregorian telescope is still used 
today.

The River Dee runs alongside Drumoak and in 2015 Storm Frank caused 
considerable damage to parts of the historic embankments. Initial remedial 
works were undertaken to reinstate the embankment however they were flawed 
and water seeped through the embankment to adjacent fields.

To resolve the problem, the client’s consultant, WA Fairhurst & Partners, proposed 
the construction of a continuous sheet pile wall. W M Donald commissioned a 
detailed design and installed the 150m long sheet pile wall to a toe depth of 8m 
along the length of the embankment. A side grip vibrating hammer (Burnside 
Plant Ltd) was used to install the piles. Substantial boulders had to be removed 
by open cut slot trenches to enable the piles to be driven to the required depth.

The embankment design entailed raising the ground level on the field-side of the 
embankment. The additional ballast reduced the potential for further seepage.

*Gregory’s theoretical telescope design predates Isaac Newton’s reflecting 
telescope by five years.

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME

Phil is just one of many former employees 
who have rejoined W M Donald after 
periods away. It is a reflection of the 
company’s positive team culture and 
the variety of interesting projects it 
undertakes that make it difficult for 
people to stay away.

Scott Dickie worked for W M Donald 
for 4 years from 2010. Scott joined a 
subsea diving company in a project 
engineering role but in January returned 
as a member of Ewan Riddoch’s 
engineering team.

‘Every project is slightly different and 
the work is really interesting. As a 
family man, I value W M Donald’s 
financial stability.’

Scott and his wife Lindsey have two 
young sons, Murray and Taylor. Both 
are football mad and have already 
taken part in tournaments. Scott helps 
to coach Taylor’s Under-7s team and 
Murray’s Primary 3 school team.

Mark Stewart has rejoined the 
W M Donald QS team after a brief 
period away and is joined by Claire 
Robertson who is now a full-time 
QS after completing a BSc (Hons) in 
Quantity Surveying at Robert Gordon 
University (RGU) in Aberdeen.

Triathlon on the bike

13



W M DONALD GETS 
GOLD, SILVER AND 
BRONZE!

The first Chapelton of Elsick 10K run took place on 15th July. The course was part 
road and part trail and took runners through the beautiful Elsick House Estate. All 
profits from the event go to local schools and charities.

The start and finish were in the new village of Chapelton which features access 
roads, and hard and soft landscaping completed by W M Donald.

Ian Gray and Karen Stephen took part in the run. You can still sponsor their efforts 
by going to:

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/karenstephen1

All the runners received a medal sponsored by W M Donald.

PS – For those of you wincing at the thought of running 10K, look away now. 
Karen and Lyndsay Merson are running the half marathon at the Simplyhealth 
Great Aberdeen Run on 26th August.

Lyndsay is running to raise monies for ‘The Archie Foundation’, the charity of Royal 
Aberdeen Children’s Hospital. The hospital cared for Lyndsay’s nephew, Mason 
Ross, when he was born three months premature. You can find out more at:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lyndsay-Merson

A DATE FOR THE DIARY

OLAF THE SNOWMAN

W M Donald’s annual ‘Summer 
Fun Day’ for employees and their 
families will take place at Corbie 
Hall on Saturday 21st July 2018.

We look forward to yet another 
great day out.

Congratulations to Finley Sayes 
for winning the snowman caption 
competition. Finley’s winning entry was

 ‘I am Olaf and I am melting’.

Finley is only five years old!
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I GET A KICK OUT OF YOU

W M Donald was a proud sponsor 
of the ‘Courage on the catwalk’ and 
‘Brave’ events at Aberdeen’s Beach 
Ballroom in May.

The stars were the models, inspirational 
men and women who have received 
treatments for cancer. Organised by 
the ‘Friends of ANCHOR’, ‘Brave’ and 
‘Courage’ raised over £250,000.

You can watch moving and life-
affirming videos of the events by going 
to the ‘Friends of Anchor’ website and 
clicking on ‘Events’.

FORTUNE FAVOURS THE 
BRAVE AND COURAGEOUS

W M Donald was the podium sponsor at the WKC (World Karate and Kickboxing 
Commission) Aberdeen Open in April.

Held at the Aberdeen Exhibition and Conference Centre (AECC), the event 
featured many of the best fighters from around the world, as well as providing an 
opportunity for local juniors to be in the spotlight.

THERE’S NO DIGGER 
LIKE A SNOW DIGGER

Snow at the end of February was the 
catalyst for a Facebook snow sculpture 
competition.

The winners were Reece and Dylan 
Ferrier who created an amazing digger 
complete with penguin operator.

Jack and Archie Stephen check out the podium
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W M Donald Limited
Marrlaine
Craigwell
Stonehaven
AB39 3QN

Tel: +44 (0)1569 730590
Fax: +44 (0)1569 731315

Email: info@wmdonald.co.uk

www.wmdonald.co.uk

Whilst it may be early days 
to claim worldwide coverage, 
we know that our newsletter 
has reached some quirky and 
distant places.

Is Dennis Johnstone reading his 
newsletter in:

(a) Peterhead 
(b) Stornoway 
(c) Australia

Where are you reading your 
copy? We’d love to know. 
Send your photo and a brief 
note to:

karen@wmdonald.co.uk

WHERE ARE YOU READING YOURS?

NEXT EDITION...
If you have any ideas for content you would like to see featured in next month’s 
edition of the newsletter then get in touch with us with your ideas, we are always 
looking for budding contributors!

Email your ideas to Karen: karen@wmdonald.co.uk

BLACK, WHITE AND BLUE
Some of the team modelling the new W M Donald uniform. The more observant 
amongst our readers will notice that there are no men in the photo.

They were asked to take part in the photo but took too long with their make-up.


